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Ethris GmbH, a leader in mRNA-based therapeutics with specific
expertise in pulmonary disease, recently announced a five-year
strategic research collaboration with AstraZeneca and its global
biologics research and development arm, MedImmune. The
collaboration is focused on developing new stabilised non-immunogenic
modified RNA therapies for respiratory diseases using Ethris’
proprietary SNIM®RNA technology. Dr. Gita Dittmar, head of
corporate development, and Prof. Dr. Christian Plank believe this
collaboration validates Ethris’ leading position in development and
delivery of mRNA therapies for the treatment of pulmonary diseases.

Dr. Dittmar emphasises that beyond the
treatment of pulmonary diseases,
mRNA is a very promising tool for
clinical applications in general. Upfront
and milestone payments from the
AstraZeneca partnership will allow
Ethris to research that potential and
further advance its own pipeline. “We
are a tech platform company however,
first and foremost. Our immediate goal
is to advance our technology into the
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mRNA both activates the immune
system and is highly unstable. In
addition, in order to be functional,
mRNA must enter the target cells of
interest by crossing the cell membrane,
which requires a carrier system to
transport it into the cells. Ethris has
developed two technology platforms to
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