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ConAgra Foods, one of the largest packaged foods companies in North America,
has saved millions of dollars while dramatically cutting its energy consumption over
the years. It accomplished this by not relying on major process changes or heavy
investments hailing from top executives. Instead, it turned to its employees. The
accomplishments stemmed from an awards programme, launched in 1992,
developed to encourage employees to proactively look for ways to eliminate waste
and reduce water and energy consumption. The winners of this year’s edition of
ConAgra Foods’ Sustainable Development Awards winners were recently
announced. The company says that collectively, the 82 entries received have
eliminated waste by 58,700 tons, optimised and improved packaging, while using
15 million pounds less material, conserved more than 97 million gallons of water,
and reduced greenhouse gas emissions by more than 11,500 metric tons. Marcella
Thompson, Director of Sustainable Development at ConAgra Foods, says these
combined efforts delivered more than $70 million in savings for the company.

found in 99 percent of America’s
households, as well as a strong
commercial foods business serving
restaurants and foodservice operations
globally.

The company’s many

recognised brands include Banquet®,
Chef Boyardee®, Egg Beaters®, Healthy
Choice®, Hebrew National®, Hunt’s®,
Marie

Callender’s®,

Orville

Redenbacher’s®, PAM®, Peter Pan®,
Reddi-wip®, Slim Jim®, and Snack
Pack®. Additionally, ConAgra Foods
supplies frozen potato and sweet
potato products as well as other
vegetable, spice, bakery and grain
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being a responsible corporation,

Meijer Potato Facility in Bergen op

levels of employees at multiple

sustainability initiatives also deliver

Zoom, the Netherlands, updated their

locations. “Over the years, the program

business results. Year over year we

preheat process for potatoes in

has clearly gained momentum, and has

prove that the things we do benefit the

preparation for cutting, enabling a

helped build trust in our company. We

planet as well as our bottom line.”

reduction in water use by 18.5 million

evaluate the program each year, but

gallons, and increasing frozen recovery

right now it’s very much aligned with

Entries in the 2015 awards program

by
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reducing electricity use by 4.3 percent.

of packaged food waste by successfully
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ConAgra Foods, Inc.
1 Conagra Dr
Omaha, NE 68102
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Website: www.conagrafoods.com
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