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US-based AtriCure manufactures and markets cardiac surgical ablation systems
designed to treat atrial fibrillation (Afib) and systems for the exclusion of the left
atrial appendage. The company brought on Michael Carrel as president and chief
executive officer of AtriCure in 2012. Having initially spent considerable time
evaluating the strategic and operational aspects of the company, he has now
focused AtriCure’s efforts on their Synergy Ablation System and the AtriClip®
Left Atrial Appendage Exclusion System. Of the latter, the company has sold more
than 50,000 devices worldwide.

challenges. Afib is short for atrial
fibrillation, which can have various
symptoms such as an irregular
heartbeat, a rapid heartbeat, or a
quivering of the upper chambers of the
heart, called the atria. Atrial fibrillation
is due to a malfunction in the heart’s
electrical system, and is the most
common form of an irregular heartbeat,
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pool and create blood clots, which may

atrial appendage management (LAAM)

get spawned to the rest of the body,

exclusion device is the most widely

causing a stroke. Stroke is not only the

sold device worldwide that’s indicated

number three killer; it is the number
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the western world, and patients that
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Carrel, it only works in 50 percent of
those patients. When the drugs don’t
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work or if they take them for a period
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of time, they become used to them,
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and they can no longer take them.
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In early 2014, they initiated the Stroke
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